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PERSPECTIVE ON THE APPLICATION OF THE RESVECH 2.0 SCALE BY NURSING STAFF AT THE
WouND CLINIC OF THE QUERETARO GENERAL HOsPITAL, MEXICO

PERSPECTIVA DE LA APLICACION DE LA ESCALA RESVECH 2.0 POR PERSONAL DE
ENFERMERIA EN LA CLiNICA DE HERIDAS DEL HOSPITAL GENERAL DE QUERETARO, MEXICO

ABSTRACT

The objective assessment of chronic wounds is a fundamental element for clinical decision-making, the monitoring of wound
healing, and the standardization of nursing care. The RESVECH 2.0 scale is a validated instrument for evaluating wound
progression through specific clinical criteria; however, its implementation depends on the acceptance and perception of health
personnel. The aim of this study was to evaluate the perception of nursing staff regarding the functional applicability of the
RESVECH 2.0 scale at the Wound Clinic of the Querétaro General Hospital, Mexico, in order to identify its feasibility as a tool for
standardizing wound assessment. A quantitative, cross-sectional, descriptive study was conducted. The population consisted
of six professionals assigned to the Wound Clinic. The RESVECH 2.0 scale was used for one week and a structured Likert-type
questionnaire was subsequently administered to assess aspects related to ease of use, functionality, application time,
applicability, and feasibility. It is concluded that the perception obtained did not allow its standardization to be considered
feasible, although some functional aspects were recognized.

Keywords: chronic wounds, RESVECH 2.0, nursing, wound assessment, standardization

RESUMEN

La valoracién objetiva de las heridas crénicas representa un elemento fundamental para la toma de decisiones clinicas, el
seguimiento de la cicatrizacion y la estandarizacion de los cuidados de enfermeria. La escala RESVECH 2.0 constituye una
herramienta validada para evaluar la evolucion de las heridas mediante criterios clinicos especificos; sin embargo, su
implementacion depende de la aceptacion y percepcion del personal de salud. El objetivo del presente estudio fue evaluar la
percepcion del personal de enfermeria sobre la aplicabilidad funcional de la escala RESVECH 2.0 en la Clinica de Heridas del
Hospital General de Querétaro, México, con el propdsito de identificar su viabilidad como herramienta para la estandarizacion
de la valoracion de heridas. Se realizd un estudio con enfoque cuantitativo, transversal y descriptivo. La poblaciéon estuvo
conformada por seis profesionales adscritos a la Clinica de Heridas. La escala RESVECH 2.0 fue utilizada durante una semana
y posteriormente se aplicd un cuestionario estructurado tipo Likert para evaluar aspectos relacionados con facilidad de uso,
funcionalidad, tiempo de aplicacion, aplicabilidad y viabilidad. Se concluye que la percepciéon obtenida no permitid considerar
viable su estandarizacion, aunque se reconocieron algunos aspectos funcionales.

Palabras clave: heridas crénicas, RESVECH 2.0, enfermeria, valoracién de heridas, estandarizacion
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1. INTRODUCTION

Chronic wounds are a major public health problem owing to their high prevalence, prolonged healing time, and
economic and social repercussions for health systems. Their management requires systematic clinical assessment
that makes it possible to identify changes in wound progression in a timely manner and to establish evidence-based
interventions (Jarbrink et al., 2022). In clinical practice, wound assessment depends on the professional's
experience. This may generate variability in the interpretation of findings and limit continuity of care. In response to
this situation, various standardized tools have been developed to reduce subjectivity and improve the quality of
clinical records (Silva et al., 2021).

The RESVECH 2.0 scale is one of the instruments with the greatest scientific support for assessing chronic
wounds, as it evaluates six clinical dimensions: size, depth, edges, wound bed tissue, exudate, and infection or
inflammation (Garcia-Fernandez et al., 2020). Its use promotes objective evaluation, facilitates the monitoring of
wound healing, and improves communication among the members of the multidisciplinary team (Ferreira et al.,
2022). Although RESVECH 2.0 has scientific evidence supporting its usefulness, its adoption depends on the
institutional context and on staff acceptance. Therefore, it is necessary to evaluate these aspects before promoting
its implementation.

Despite its advantages, the implementation of standardized tools depends on the acceptance of health
personnel and on their perception regarding ease of use, the time required for application, and its usefulness within
everyday clinical practice. In this context, evaluating staff perception is a prior step toward considering the
institutional adoption of the scale. Accordingly, the aim of this study was to evaluate the perception of nursing staff
regarding the functional applicability of the RESVECH 2.0 scale at the Wound Clinic of the Querétaro General
Hospital, Mexico, in order to identify its feasibility as a standardized assessment tool.

2. RESEARCH METHOD

A quantitative, cross-sectional, descriptive study was conducted in order to evaluate the perception of health
personnel regarding the use of the RESVECH 2.0 scale. The study population comprised the staff assigned to the
Wound Clinic of the Querétaro General Hospital, Mexico. The participation of seven professionals was initially
planned. However, one of them did not participate because they were on vacation during the data collection period,
so the final sample consisted of six participants.

2.1. Procedure

The RESVECH 2.0 scale was presented to the participating staff, who were asked to use it for one week
in the clinical assessment of wounds. At the end of that period, a structured questionnaire was administered to
evaluate staff perception regarding the ease of use, application time, functionality, applicability, and feasibility of the
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scale. Because it was not possible to continue implementing the scale during the remainder of the period initially
planned, the questionnaire was administered only once. Consequently, temporal comparisons could not be made.

2.2. Instrument

A structured questionnaire was used, composed of sociodemographic questions and 23 items distributed
across the dimensions of ease of use, application time, functionality, applicability, standardization, feasibility, and
replicability. Responses were recorded on a five-category Likert-type scale, where one corresponded to Strongly
disagree and five to Strongly agree.

The questionnaire was developed and designed specifically for the objectives of this research, drawing on
the scientific literature on chronic wound assessment and on the implementation of the RESVECH 2.0 scale. Its
structure was based on the dimensions considered relevant for evaluating nursing staff perception regarding the
use of the scale: ease of use, application time, functionality, applicability, standardization, feasibility, and replicability,
in addition to including a section for participants' sociodemographic data.

As part of the development process, the instrument was reviewed by members of the Research Committee
of a public hospital, which assessed the relevance, clarity, consistency, and sufficiency of the items in relation to
the objectives of the study. The observations issued were incorporated before its administration in order to
strengthen content validity and facilitate participants' understanding of the items.

2.3. Data analysis

The information was organized in Microsoft Excel and subsequently analyzed using descriptive statistics.
Absolute frequencies, percentages, and means were calculated for each dimension evaluated. Two expressions
were used to calculate the percentages (Figure 1 and Figure 2).
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Figure 1
First expression for calculating percentages

Porcentaje = Z x 100
n

donde:

* f = frecuencia observada.
® n = ndmero total de participantes (6).

Figure 2
Second expression for calculating percentages

T

,_Z=

donde:

® Ixrepresenta la suma de las puntuaciones obtenidas.
® n corresponde al nimero de participantes.

3. RESULTS

3.1. General characteristics of the sample

The research was conducted with the participation of six nursing professionals, who answered a structured
questionnaire comprising 23 items distributed across seven dimensions related to their perception of the use of the
RESVECH 2.0 scale: ease of use, application time, functionality, applicability, standardization, feasibility, and
replicability. Responses were analyzed using descriptive statistics, obtaining frequencies, percentages, and means
for each dimension evaluated. This was done in order to describe staff perception regarding the functional
applicability of the scale.

3.2. Results by dimension

The ease of use dimension, composed of four items, obtained a mean of 3.21. This indicated an
intermediate perception regarding the clarity of the instructions and the ease of understanding and applying the
scale. Although participants expressed favorable and neutral opinions, the results reflected the need to strengthen
training in order to optimize its comprehension.

In the application time dimension, composed of three items, the mean was 3. This corresponded to a
neutral perception. Participants considered the time required to apply the scale to be acceptable. However, they
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also noted that its use may be influenced by workload and by the care-related activities of the service. The
functionality dimension presented the highest average score (mean = 3.79). This reflected a favorable perception of
the usefulness of the RESVECH 2.0 scale for assessing wounds, facilitating clinical decision-making, improving the
quality of care, and monitoring the progression of lesions.

The mean of the applicability dimension was 3.56. This indicated that participants recognized that the scale
can be useful for clinical assessment. However, they expressed reservations regarding its routine implementation
within the service. In the standardization dimension, a mean of 3.50 was obtained. This showed that most
professionals perceive that the scale favors the unification of criteria during wound assessment and helps reduce
variability among assessors.

The feasibility dimension recorded a mean of three, which represented a neutral perception regarding the
possibility of implementing the scale in the institution. Although there is willingness to use it, some participants
consider that greater institutional resources, training, and time are necessary to achieve adequate implementation.
Finally, the replicability dimension obtained a mean of 3.22. This indicated an intermediate perception regarding
whether the scale can be used by different nursing professionals and by newly hired staff after receiving the
corresponding training.

3.3. General interpretation

Overall, the results showed an intermediate perception of the application of the RESVECH 2.0 scale.
Although participants recognized certain benefits related to the functionality of the instrument for wound
assessment, aspects such as application time, care workload, institutional feasibility, and compatibility with the
processes and protocols established in the service limited its implementation as a standardized tool.

Likewise, the open-ended responses identified the need to strengthen staff training in wound assessment
and to make adjustments to institutional clinical records. Nevertheless, under the current conditions of the Wound
Clinic of the Querétaro General Hospital, Mexico, the routine adoption of the RESVECH 2.0 scale was not
considered feasible, since it does not fit the operational dynamics or the processes established in the service (Table
1 and Table 2).
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Table 1
General characteristics of the participants (n = 6)
Characteristics Frequency (n) Percentage (%)
Participants 6 100
Nursing professionals 6 100

Note. Prepared on the basis of the questionnaire administered.

Table 2
Results obtained by dimension of the questionnaire on the perception of the RESVECH 2.0 scale
Dimension Number of items Mean Interpretation

Ease of use 4 3.21 Moderately favorable perception
Application time 3 3 Neutral perception
Functionality 4 3.79 Favorable perception
Applicability 3 3.56 Favorable perception
Standardization 3 3.50 Favorable perception
Feasibility 3 3 Neutral perception
Replicability 3 3.22 Moderately favorable perception

Note. Prepared on the basis of the data obtained through the questionnaire administered to the nursing staff.

4. DISCUSSION

The standardized assessment of chronic wounds is a fundamental element for improving the quality of care and
promoting continuity of care. In this regard, the RESVECH 2.0 scale has been widely recognized as a valid
instrument for evaluating wound progression through objective clinical criteria (Garcia-Fernandez et al., 2020).
However, the results obtained in this research showed that the clinical usefulness of a tool does not guarantee the
feasibility of its implementation, since this also depends on the organizational and operational characteristics of the
context in which it is to be incorporated.

The research showed that the best-evaluated dimension was functionality. This indicated that the nursing
staff recognized that the scale makes it possible to carry out a more structured and objective assessment of
wounds, in addition to promoting the monitoring of their progression. These findings were consistent with those
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reported by Garcia-Fernandez et al. (2020) and Ferreira et al. (2022), who noted that the use of standardized tools
improves the systematization of clinical assessment and facilitates decision-making during the treatment of chronic
wounds.

Nevertheless, the dimensions related to application time and institutional feasibility obtained the lowest
scores. This showed that, under the current conditions of the service, the routine adoption of the scale poses
difficulties for the staff. Among the main factors identified are the care workload, the work dynamics, the need to
complete additional records, and the lack of correspondence between the scale and the clinical forms used
institutionally. These aspects were consistent with what was pointed out by Silva et al. (2021), who note that the
adoption of new assessment tools depends not only on their methodological quality but also on the availability of
resources, time, and the organizational conditions of each institution.

Likewise, although some participants stated that broader training could promote the use of the scale, the
results indicate that training alone would not resolve the limitations identified, because these are also related to the
operational structure and the processes established at the Wound Clinic of the Querétaro General Hospital, Mexico.
Consequently, implementing the scale entails modifications to institutional procedures and to the clinical records
currently in use.

The findings obtained suggest that RESVECH 2.0 remains a clinically useful tool for the assessment of
chronic wounds. However, its application must be analyzed in accordance with the particular characteristics of
each institution. In the specific context of this study, the operational conditions of the service limited its
implementation and did not allow it to be considered feasible as a standardized instrument.

The limitations of the study include the small sample size, composed of six participants, the fact that the
research was carried out in a single hospital service, and the administration of the questionnaire on a single
occasion. For this reason, the results must be interpreted only within the context in which the research was
conducted and cannot be generalized to other institutions.

5. CONCLUSIONS

The RESVECH 2.0 scale is an instrument with scientific support and clinical usefulness for the assessment and
monitoring of chronic wounds. Nevertheless, the results obtained in this research show that, under the current
conditions of the Wound Clinic of the Querétaro General Hospital, Mexico, the scale did not present a level of
functional applicability that would allow its implementation as a standardized tool within care practice to be
considered feasible.
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Although the participating staff recognized benefits related to the functionality of the instrument and to the
objectivity of clinical assessment, they also identified significant limitations associated with the time required for its
application, the workload, the dynamics of the service, and the lack of compatibility with the institutional processes,
forms, and protocols currently in force. These conditions reduce the feasibility of incorporating the scale routinely
within the service. For this reason, the standardization of the RESVECH 2.0 scale at the Wound Clinic of the
Querétaro General Hospital, Mexico, is not recommended unless organizational changes are made that favor its
integration, such as the adaptation of clinical records, the optimization of care processes, and continuous staff
training.
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